[Optimization of protective properties of interferons in human cells exposed to mutagens estimated by the DNA repair activity].
Protective properties of human interferons against physical and chemical mutagens have been described earlier. This work was aimed at detecting an optimum of protective action of interferons in human fibroblasts using two criteria: the number of single-strand DNA breaks formed and the index of DNA repair synthesis. The protective ability of interferon was shown to be expressed starting after 4 h of cells' pretreatment and proceeding through 40 h in experiments with N-methyl-N-nitro-N-nitrosoquanidin. The phenomenon of stimulation of DNA repair synthesis in human cells pretreated with interferon proceeded even after replating cells during 8 h in the experiments with UV irradiation.